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Then justice shall dwell in the wilderness, and righteousness abide in the fruitful field. The ef-

fect of righteousness will be peace, and the result of righteousness, quietness and trust forever. 

 Is. 32:16-17 
 

Dear Friends in Christ Jesus, 

 Righteousness. What is it?  Why does the writer of Isaiah 32 say it will bring quietness 

and trust forever?  These words from Isaiah tell about a future place for the people of Israel that 

will be at peace where there is now persecution and conflict. Isaiah writes in the time of King 

Hezekiah when they were struggling against Assyrian domination. Isaiah assured the king that 

there would be a time of peace if he looked toward God and, once again, learned to depend on 

Godôs leading. He need not fear the Assyrians. God was in control. Isaiah gave much hope to 

the Israelite people through his prophesies.  

 Words for our time, also, donôt you think?  We, like the people of Israel, keep forgetting 

God and trying to do everything ourselves.  But God in Christ Jesus is still in control and is still 

the head of the church, the body of Christ, and we need not fear. 

 We have just ended a beautiful series of Lenten messages entitled ñThy Will Be Doneò. 

The messages reminded us that Godôs will is done even in how we look at ourselves, how we 

look at fear, our dreams and our world view, among other things.  We took a look at how Godôs 

will works itself out in everyday life.  And, that we should always seek God and righteousness. 

Righteousness actually means something kind of complicated.  The word ñrighteous,ò in to-

dayôs vernacular, actually means the conduct of a person who is considered morally right or 

justifiable, decent, upstanding, virtuous and good. All good things!! In reference to God, how-

ever, it takes on a much larger aspect.  To be ñrighteous in the Lordò means all these things, al-

so, but that, at heart, we strive to do and be what God calls us to be for the sake of the world. 

 Thereôs the key phrase, ñfor the sake of the worldò. God sent  

his Son, Jesus, to come to us and give his life that we might be saved                                          

from destruction. We often think of this in terms of our death and                                      

whether we will ñgo to heaven or hellò. We are not God so we cannot                                   

judge that part of our world but Jesus taught that we are to live our lives                                   

ñin the kingdomò both here on earth and in the next life. This means that                                

doing Godôs will means that we should try to be as righteous as we can be                               

with the help of God in Christ Jesus.  

  



 

Easter is the time when we are reminded that Jesus came ñfor usò to teach us ñthe way the truth 

and the lifeò and that he calls us to righteousness. We are called to be decent, morally right, up-

standing, virtuous and good in Jesusô name.  The Resurrection literally shouts at us that there is 

only one way to know an abundant life and that is through Jesus. When we follow him we are for-

given, strengthened, renewed and given new life in the most powerful ways imaginable. In Jesus 

we live with the promises of new life both here and in eternity.  We are called to live righteously 

in Christ for the sake of the world.  That is: new life - eternal life. - extravagant love. 
 

The Lord is Risen!  He is risen Indeed! Hallelujah!  

 

From our Family to Yours ð a glorious and blessed Easter Season!  

In His Love, Pr. Cindi, Dale, Ashley, Lora & Chris  

 

 

Dear Easter People, 

We traveled together with Jesus through the East Gate of Jerusalem, through his trial, beating, and 
His walk to Golgotha, only to be privileged to the story of an empty tomb.  
 

16 Jesus said to her, "Mary!" She turned and said to him in Hebrew, "Rabbouni!" (which means 
Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, "Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Fa-
ther. But go to my brothers and say to them, "I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my 
God and your God.' " 18 Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, "I have seen the 
Lord"; and she told them that he had said these things to her.  John 20:16-18 
 

Jesusô story was never and is never meant to be kept inside the bible or church walls.  Jesus is a 
traveler.  Mary met Jesus in the garden near the tomb and she did not recognize him until Jesus 
called her by name.  In our baptism we die and rise again in Christ and God has called us by name 
and we respond in love and service to our neighbors. 
 

You are an Easter people responding to the calling of your name.  You are an Easter people that is 
taking Christ into your homes and into your community.  You are an Easter people that have rec-
ognized someone new in your midst and for that, you will continue to be blessed.  I pray Godôs 
blessings as you continue to share Godôs love in this world.  Remember Jesus calling to Mary and 
then again as he meets His disciples before his ascension.  God will provide the way for you espe-
cially as you continue to reach out beyond your walls and continue Jesusô ministry. 
 

A special thank you to the council of Our Saviorôs for having a reception for me, on Palm Sunday.  
Thank you to those who stayed and shared in cake and fellowship.   
For those of you who could not make it, you were missed.  Thank  
you for the gift of the cross and for all the well wishes, blessings  
and prayers.  Although we will not be together physically we carry  
on spiritually together being ñlittle Christsò in the world (Martin Luther). 
 

May God continue to bless the ministry of Our Saviorôs Lutheran Church 
 and all of us that are the body of Christ. 
 

In Christ, 
Stacy Pethke 
Interim Minister 



 

Thank You  

 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to the Lenten Supper served on March 14th by the 

Hand Bell Choir. Total contributions were $162 which will be used to purchase new gloves and 
other necessities for the Hand Bell Choir. Thanks! 

 
 

PRISCILLA SHIRE  

 

PRISCILLA SHIRE 
(Noted Christian Presenter) 
Simulcast Presentation at 
Our Savior's Lutheran Church 
ñThe Power of Prayerò 

Saturday, April 28 
8:00-3:30 
COST: $20.00 

(Pay Dee Nestegard (507-841-1246) 

Light Lunch served (soup & sandwich) 
11:15-12:45 

 
 

Big Buddies 3rd Annual Toss -A-Thon  

 

Friday, April 20th (5:00 or 6:00pm sessions) 
Good Shepherd Catholic School-Parish Hall (Gym) 
Saturday, April 21st (10:00 or 11:00 am sessions) 

BARC Center Gym 
Please contact Serena Lynch at 507-829-5853 or serena.lynch@unitedcapmn.org 

For more information 
 

The Name Above All Names  

 

Grace Lutheran Choir from Parker, SD will be singing ñThe Name Above All Namesò at Grace 
Lutheran Church. 490 E, 1st Street in Parker on Sunday, April 8th. The will present their      
concert of music at 9:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. You are graciously invited to attend this musical 

ministry. A time of fellowship will follow the evening concert.  



 

 


